éctivity to rae re that it remained under the laleiecive of the local sncer- 
ground chiefs, On the other hand if issued an opinien clearly meee to its 
official patronage by ofricial French agencies. 

The decisioas ef this Commission, which wes going to terminate because at 
least haif of its members would return to France with Generel Navarre, were aot 
communicated in the end to any authority capable of making a cecision. I retained 
what was faverable to the policy which we propcesed to follcw: the uncergroimed 
fighters could continue their activity-with the seme intensity as previcusly. 

Since the armistice negotiations had not begun yet, we had the possibility of 
setting a sharp thorn in the Viet Minh back. We were hoping that this would be a 
trump at the time of negotiations. On the other hand, the creation of the Con- 
mittee of Liberation of the Upper Red River was really admir<ed. 

However, during this meecing, I had been particularly struck Ly the language 
of the Spectal Services. It was above all necessary to keep the secret, even if it 
were an open wtiirete Preservation of the secrer took precedence over the action. 
In short the notro of this Service could have been?! Let's aoe do anything, but: 
let's do tt eeeretly. For it wes evident that, since our underyrouds preseated 
them with serious problems, the Viets would eo everything to clininate them as soci 
as We were mo longer able to assure tnem protection, or at least to help them. 

Folluwing this meeting I gave the order to the aeutoual Pepresentation to 
push their activity in all creas, and I ordered Fournier aot to interrupt the pre- 
paration of the undergrounds on the left beak of the Red River, but to accelerate 
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Victory in the Elgn Regicn 

On 3 Jume General Navarre learned of his replacement and that of Jean 
Letourneau by Sencral Ely, wearing the two hats of General Commissioner and Com 
mander-in-Chief. The first fcea had teen to-designate General Valluy for this posi- 
tion, which would have been an excelle olution in view of kis past and his per~ 
fect Imowledge of Indochinese problems. But he held an importent position in 
Washington which it was difficult to leave empty. 

In learning of his appointment-to Indochina, General Ely declared to General 
Salen, who ceme to visit nim: "The toughest luck in my career has arrived; I am the 
ene desiguated to be responsible civilly amd militarily for Indochine. Do not 
abandon me. Come with me." General Salan accepted. Once more at a critical time 
he dedicated himself to the Army and to his country. 

I catacsslay regretted the departure of General Navarre. In him I had always 
found the greatest wnders tending end all the asaistence which he had been zble to 

give ue for a missioa which was not one of the easiest. 

He had beon a gentlcmen ond, it was said, a specialist in yng Bureau prob- 
lems. He hed never been fa indochina. Nevertheless, he had been able to adapt hin- 
self vary quickly to this theater of eects: which wus different from any other 
in the world. 

If I am permitted to judge General Navarre from my low level, I would say: 

I believe that the idea he had for the conduct of operations in Indochina was per- 
fect. He should have succeeded; what hurt him was his execution. He never maieued 
to get the obedience of his subordinates, old hands in Incochina. 


I am repeating this because it is my firm conviction that, if the Dien Bien 


Phu operation had been achieved one month earlier instead or the Mouette cperation 


being extended eternally, the Navarze plex, as he had anticipated it, would have 
evolved uomally, his battle corps would have been established, and the defeat of 
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Dien Bien Pau would have been avoided. 

With respect toe Ceneral Navarre I often thought of a scene in Abel Gance's 
famous film, “Napoleon”. Bensparte had just been appointed Commander of the Arnuy 
of Italy to replace General Scherer. Now, he was cnly the Vencemlaire general who 
had machineguaned the reyalist insurgents on the steps of the Church of Saint-Roch 
in Paris. Some 300 or 460 of them had been killed and the counter-revolution put 
down. The old hands from the Arzy of Italy, Scherer, Augereau, Serurier and Massena, 
were eating their lunch somewhere in Provence under the olive trees. Little Bona- 
parte could be seen coming from a distence, dragging his large sword. ‘hen he was 
very close, all of the generals turned theiz backs to him. Bcnzparte grabbed his 
sword and violently thrust it cnto the table, making all sf the dishes fly around. 
The generals abruptly tumed around. Bonaparte simply said to then, "I am the 
Cormandar of the Arny of Italy.” At this precise. moment: all of them uncerstood 
chat Bonsparte was their chief, that he would bend the most Savage wills. I believe 
this is the gesture which General Navarre was missing for him to succeed in Indo 
china. 

This is how he described General Ely, who had come to replace hin, to us. 

“yp to the day when he took over the helm in Indochina, General Ely had held 
positions of a nature more diplomatic than military, and paveretiunty had never 
held any haeetuae operational command. With respect to Indochina affairs, he had 
only the knowledge acquired during the two brief missions he had carried ouc in 
February and May. In addition his state of health prevented him from effectively 
adding, to the ..already heavy duties of General-Commissioner, the cruehing ones of 
this crucial moment of Commander-in-Chief." 

For the French Armay, fighting in Indochina, he was an unknown who did not have 
any prestige. Probably aware of his shortcomings, he had asked General Salan to 
come with hin. This was oe excellent choice; no one knew Indochina as well es 
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General Salan, who, since the rank of lieutenant, hac held all possible commands 
there at various levels and under the mest difficult circumstances. Previously 
General de Lattre had net accepted his high duties in Iadochine except under tlhe 


condition of taking General Salan with him as an aide. Certainly the lattar always 


Qa 


ousidered being named by de Lattre a great honor. Upon the death of "Ming Jean”, 
he had been eppeinted Coumander-in-Chief. He had brilliently handled the cost 
complex sxiaeionsy | 

After having performed such duties, coming back as the aide of a practically 
unknown leader without aay prestige required rerely found qualities of humility ane 
Gevotion. Generai Salan had accepted these subordinate re because he knew 
that the Amay of Indochina was in danger; his principal concern was te save it. At 
that poinr sacrifices of self-esteem no longer counted. Actualiy it was General 
Salan who took divane command in the area of military operations 23 soon as he 
returned. 

‘For ny part, I was very happy that this was the czse. General Salan brought 
with him his faithful Ceneral-Staff leader, Colonel Cracieux, aa old friend whe hee 
been in at the origin of the establishaent of the GCMA and whe, I knew, was ready to 
aianeee us with 2]l his weight. 

Certainly the ideal solution in this difficult period would have beca to give 
General Salan and his team complete responsibility for Indochine. The goveraneat 
had decided differently. Its decision had to be accepted. 

As soon as he arrived, I brought General Salan up to date on the evolution of 
the undergrounds. He had not thought they had become so important. With Celorel 
Gracieux, whom I saw very often, the General asked me to complete the installation 
of the undergrounds on the left bank of the Red River. Gracicux had follewed the 
Cho Quang Lo experiment in spring 1952 with great interest. le completely epproveca 
of the constitution of the Committee of Liberation af the Uppexz Red River. he 
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But, evea before taking over the covernnent, ilendes France cic sie hide the 
fact chat he wanted seae: Eis position wes formal: “We are on the eve of a 
disaster," he had said, and "It must be treated at any price”. 

As soon as he tcok cver, he stated his-femous wager: "I will make peace 
before 20 July or I shail resign’. Now, nothing 43 ezsier than making peace when 
it ts wanted at eny price, and when one is reédy to make any concessicns to cbtaia 
it. Taking this position could only stinulate the enemy to harden nis aveitedn 
and to oblige our negetiators, in order to avoid the resiguation of the President, 
to be conciliatory to the extreme. 

Therefore I was sure that there would be no menticn of the underground at 
Geneva. The Viet Minh would have the utmost reticence in recognizing them. in 
doing so there wouid be an admission that a large part of the mountainous region, 
vhere they claimed to reign as absolute masters, would escape them. It was neces- 
sary to cLaw the consequences fron this situation: since the High Committee of 
Liberation of the Upper Red River was not officially recognized, it followed that 
xy undergrouncs vould be abandoned. 

In Yorkin Fournier, pressed by the underground leaders and members of the - 
Committee of Liberation of the Upper Red River, requested that the last phase of 
activation of the undergrounds be begun quickly. However, these men were prefectly 


avare of our defeat et Dien Bien Phu. But they wanted to take advantage of the 


rainy season, which vould immobilize the vequiee Viet troops, to take over the 

greater part of the High Region. They had full confidence in themselves, in their 

troops and in the people. Y 
For me this was a case of conscience. I was now sure that we would abandon ~~ 


them and that they would be subjected to atrocious reprisals on the part of the 
Viets and would lack any firm support for their defense. I theaght it best to 


wait for the results from the Geneva Conference. 


2C6 


However, Rovever, for Fournier and all of nis native and- French otficers,for all of 
the people who had put se uuch hope in them, for the men in the Special Missions, a 
the establishrient of this underground would be the crowning point of work carefully 
prepared for months end premising us a brilliant success. It would also be the 
confirmation of what I had previously said: "All of the mountaineers are with us”. 

To rally them and make them able to defend themselves, we had deveicped a 
method which had every chance of success. “- 

‘ Before goiug into acticu at the beginning of July, I explained the conplexity 
of 
the situation to General Sajan. 

"Tt must be done," he said to me. "This will be a real thorn in the feet of 
the Viets. We cannot predict how events will turn out. It may always be useful." 

Therefore I gave Fournier and his team the green light, which they had been 


impatiently awaiting. 
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“The leader of the underground, a young Meo 25 years old, hed come to Hane 
hicself to hasten the beginning of the cperztioa. The latter commenced on 7 duly 
with the parachute drop of two commandos of 60 men each in the ?a Kha vegion, the 
county seat. 

The Viets took refuge in the Tachan heuse end in the old post. Three B-26's, 
dropping several bombs on the old post, were enough for them to surrender vithout 
really having cefended themselves. Then there was an outburst of enthusiasm anong 
the entire popujation which was freed from the Viet grip. On the- request of the 
Special Missions, weapoas were parachuted in lots of 100 to anticipated points, ’ 
accompanied by small groups of native commandos instructed in the training centers, 
all of whom Waited impatiently to be parachuted as conquerors into their country. “ 

The underground took over the encire region like a brush fire. On i0 July 
the small Beaver strip at Pa Kha was restored. On the morning of 11 July Captain 


Mourier, who had directed this enornous operation, landed there. No French officer 


had been there since 1945. 


In two weeks all of the inmense triangle enccmpassec Sy the Red River, the 
Chica border, Hagiang, and the edges of Bec Quang and Luc An Chau, joined the uncer- 
groud fighters. It included more than 35,090 inhebitanis. 

After Pa Kha, Hoang Su Phi was occupied without resistance. Seme 200 villases 
were conpletely jiberated, 25006 underground fighters had been parachuted, 3,099 
partisans had been recruited and armed, 120 Viet scldiers hac cume to our sice with 
their weapons, and 350 others had been killed or disabled. 

Such was the balance sheet of bur nee underground, the development of which 
was not sieieca cit cease-fire, since the old stations cf Nghia Do and Yen Bin Xa 
were still rallying on 31 July. Our intelligence teams were received well et 
Begiang, and interesting contacts were made ia the Cao Bang region. 

On 20 July Mendes France won his wager, which no oe had doubted. 

The dates of the cease-fire were the following: 

North Vietoan: 27 July at S aa. 

Central Vietnar: i Agouse at 8 a.a. 

South Victman: 11 August at 8 a.n. 

Cambod!a: 7 August. 

Laos: 6 August. 

The si eeerene would take place in two yeers to decide on the unification of 
Vietnan. 

I had learned of the armistice couditions guite rapidly. There was no ques- 
tion of the undergrounds or of recognitioa of the CLEFR. Therefore they were going 
to be abandoned. From 20 to 27 July at micnight we parachuted with 211 available 
airplanes tons of apmuniticn and food to the new undergruund fighters end to the 
Carcanone fighters. 

On the 25th the leader of the Chocolat zone underground came to Hanoi. Fe 
was excited by the welcoze which all the wountain people hac given hin, He knew 
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thet we would be ohliced to abanden hin. Ue did net show eny bictermess about this. 
He asked thet all of his underground fighters, who were stili being trained in the 
training centers, be paracnuted to their regicn. 

Then ca the afterncen cf the “7th, he had hintseli perachuted at Pe &ha. 

In the GMI we had two American lisison officers. I(t was the Americans who 
provided us with the armament and radios. Iwice I had made a corplete explanztion 
‘o£ the GCNA-GUI situation co high American officials. This then was a problea 
which interested them to the greatest degree. We knew, and we shall show it more 
later, that they were trying in every possible way to become involved in our affairs 
in Indochina and to replace us, if possible. 


‘he cease-fire, which we would have to-apply, would force us to cease all 


flights over the High Region and, consequently, to give up feedines the uncer- 


ground fighters. I asked the Americans to study with their mission in Indochina now 


they could relieve us and guarantee food for our undergrowmds, for exanple, fron 
’ . be J one 


the Philippines. 
Buc they refused under the pretext of observing strict neutrality. 2 


mdergreund fighters of the High Tonkin were going to be delivered up to thelr ow 


1 
fate. 
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The Ex.d of the Undergrownds 


At the beginning of August 2 care back to Saigon, the heaeguarters of the 


G 


GMI General-Staff. In re-establishing contact with the officers of General Salezn's 
General~Staff, I quickly realizec that the Eiy-Selen team did not have the solivity 
of the ce Lattre-Salan team. While General Ely hed been afrajd to have to etirect 
military operations once in his life, now that Genera] Salar hed gotten off easily, 
the former made the latter clearly feel that he was not nee d, and that the forver 
was only waiting for the chance to Aue him and cenduct n.i own policy. 

One dey, in the first half of August, we heard these bewllcering words uttered 
by General Ely cn Radio Saigon: 

"In Indochina I prefer a strong and enti-French government to a weak end pro- 
French government." a . 

The word anti-French, avenowieed with a certain amount of satisfactica by the 
hichest representative of Frence in Indochina, end a general at that, in a counrry.. 

‘ where the Army hac sereitted such great sacrifices and where so many Londs of etfec- 
tion connected us, had aroused ceep emoticn, not only among the French civliizess end 
military personnel, but also in the mass of Vietnamese who were ¢ceply devered to 
US. The number of telephone calls which General Ely and his General--Staff muse have 
received led him to make a ee statement the next day on Kadio wadieen: 

"Y em anxious," he said, "to express my thoughts more precisely. ‘I said yes~ 
terday and I repeat today that in Indochina I prefer a strong and arti-French 
government to ea weak and pro-French government." 

Nothing more was needed to wrap it up. We asked whet we were doing in this 
country, since the representative of France responsible for applying the armistice, 
did not care a bit whether we kept the sympathy of the Indochinese or not. This 
unknown general, of whom one could wonder by what mystery he hed reached such a 
high status, and whom jourmmalists lates considered as the conscieace of the French 
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The South Vietmam Regional Representation was puereniecd ty Captain Conill. 


pateacay it did net have the Loportance of the Toavin, Leos or Central Anoam 
Regional Representatios. Actually the South was wracticelly sscleien There ware 
only a few rare regular Viet units in zones which were difficult to reach from the 
Plaine des Joncs, the Cakiéo peninsuia end north cf the plantations. Therefore it 


was not a matter of large undergrounds, but cather of commancos which managed to 


spread out to a great distance and assure security, ¢.g., arounc the plantations. 


Since 1950 the appeareuce of regular Viet civisions gad the threat which they 
held for Tonkin had led the Command to take men from the troops in the south, who 
therefore never had the resources to finish the pacification, although it was 
within their grasp. 

However, thanks to Conill, we played amore subtle game: communication with | 
the sects which, after taking part in the rebellion in the beginning, had come back 
to us. These were the Caudaists, the Koa Hao, the Bet Xuen and the Catholics. in 
close association with Major. Savani, my’ class comrade, Cenill was perfectly sere 
of their deveicpucnt, their goals cnd their negotiations. 

He also kept an eye on the Americans, especiaily some of them who tried to 
create a third force in Indochina, anti~French and anti-communist at one and the 
Sane tine, with the avowed pyrpose of ridding Indochina of us a3 quickly es 
possible and taking our place. 

We had elways known. thet the Americans were against us in Indochina. Generzi 
de Gaulle had supported the entrance of Indochina into the war against. the Japanese 
in order to attend the treaty of peace ending the war in the Pacific. In so doing 
he had forced the small French Army in Indochina into a massacre; on 9 March 1945, 


with our troops crushed and our adninistration overthrown, the States of Indochina, 


except for Laos, had proclaimed their independence. Lt is true that General 
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Leclerc had signed the treaty ending the war in the Pacific in Tokyo in 


August 1945. But this treaty confirmed our evieticn froz the country, since the 
Japanese troops were disarmed by the Chinese north of the 16th parallel ard by 
the English to the scuth. Our return was nee even anticipated. 

Actually the entry of Indochina into the war was a catastrophe for this 
country, and the consequences are stiil being felt today. Since that tite the Amer~ 
icans, by more or less decert processes, have cone everything to prevent 
our return. While the Americans had eae us financial and material aid after 
the arrival of the Chinese communists on the Tonkin border in 1950, it hac never 
been to defend our interests in Indochina, but to use our Army against the cormnu-~ 
nist menace with the ulterior motive of eliminating us once peace was re-established. 

In the book which I hava already mentioned, General Navarre puts it perfectly: 

"The United States, who had diwaya been hostile to us, remained sa althougn 
they had becere our allies. They helped ug materially but fought us morally... © 
While cempletely using the French "pam", eegenttal for their enticormunist gene, 
they worked to undermine our interests until they were destroyed. This intrusica 
into our affairs was parvicularly the work of an"Economic Assistunce Mission", the 
members c£ which were very often representatives of particular interests wuecer 
their cover of officers or officials. But in this area the French govarnarnt had 
cormitted a grave error. For sordid financial considerations it had asked the 
Americans to completely take over aid to the armies of the Associated States.” 

In July 1953 General Navarre had asked that the financial contribucions of the 
United States be given totally to France, with France being responsible for distri- 
buting them among the Associated Armies according co their real needs. Our ‘finister 
of Finances at the time, Edgar Faure, perguaced that he would obtain several 
billijoas more, accepted the other formula. Froa this day on our influence on these 


Dds 


Armies declined rapidly in favor ‘of the Americans. We thus lost: our mein means of 
control over then 

Prince Buu Loc, who had replaced Mr. Tem in January 1953 es the Councit Presi- 
dent, actually assured only an interregunn. “Be was scon replaced by Mr. Ngo Tinh 
Diem, whose hatred for France was well known. 

The GMI received the mission of morally preparing for his accession to rower 
to the extent of its xesources, persuaced that he would ve only a brief interin 
while the rare pearl was being gents Me were tole that it was necessary to fore~ 
close the mortgage on those who could not rally to the majority of votes berause 
they were Catholic. When he arrived at Tan Son Nhut, the first words which he 
uttered were the following: 

"Y have come to eliminate the last traces of French colonialism." 


He seemed to ignore the fect that, throughout the Incochinese territory, 


‘vousands . of ren chaen had BepErE tees thedr lives only to ‘save this country from 


_ et wpunism and to assure its independence. ‘These few words had not peed nade to 


count his sympathy in the Army,with the French in generai and with all of us 
Vietnsiese who had placed their confidence in France. He was the man of the Aueri- 
cons; he was going to get away from us and 4t would be impossible for the Prench 
‘government to. change him. From the beginning he had demonstrated his intention of 
eliminating the sects which had been loy val to us, Which represented close to two 
million fiercely anti-Viet tilnh inhabitants, end who had greatly helped us in the 
pacification 2f South Vietnam. 

Aware o. the danger, the representattves of the sects and of the old political 
parties joined o create the RPV (Assembly of Vietnam Patriots) , On 1 May 1984 the 
RPV established 1 progran of acticn and 2 draft constitution, adepted to the circum- 


stances but very liberal. Here is what it enticipeted with respect to relations 


with the different partners. 


os aE GS te arte: 


one ee ee eee: oe ee eee 


1. Yrance. "“Negotiure new agreements with France. Obcain the mass transfer 
Of powers still heid cy the French civilfen and military authorities, so that che 


Vietranese can see fa a cleat ane indisputable way chat their coumtry is reaily 


The new treaty, besed on the principle cf an equal association, will cencedce 


-_ 
r 
< 


cultura? end economic privileges to France, and the right of settlement of French 


in Vietnam with the reciprocal right cf Vietnamese to sett°s in France. 


The HPV will particularly avply ttself to seeing that the agreements are 


3 


totally and faithfully applied. It will recownend the creation of a Commission 
to Contxel thea Application of the /greenents. 

2. ‘The United Statey. The FPV wiil susgest that the United States continue 
to aid us (but not to buy us), that the United States try to reach agreement with 
the USSB in order to bring a halt to the cold war and to neutralize Vietnam at 
least temporarily (ten to 26 years, time for the country to rise from Lts ruins). 

athe China. Gaography. forces us to have..a non-aggression policy. vis~a-vis 
China. Independent Vietnem will recognize the Peking government and will stg 
a nen-acyression pack with Lt. | 

4. ‘The Viet Minh. ‘The RPV is an assenbly of all political parties with a 
common cencuinator. The only categorical inperative is "Vietnem first". It will 
Le glad to accept communist Vietnanese if they adhere to this principle. The RPV 
will try to convince the Viet executives of the need to put a halt to a war which, 
if it continves, will bring about the total ruin of our comtry and its subjugation 
to a foreign powar (China or the United States). The. to camps can reach agreerent 
on the following policy: (really) fice elections six months or one year after the 
conclusion of en agreement. Freedcx, checked by neutral parcics, in the propapanca 
of the political parcies ia the two zones. Election by nominal ualversal suffrage. 
The elected assenbiy will ceupose a constitution which the authorities of the tes 
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genes will promise to epply. 

The sects were locking for a sufficiently representative man, honest, enjcying 
the confidence of the Vietaamese and the French, and capable of carrying out the 
policy which they intended to cenduct. They addressed General Xuan, a fermer 
chief of the provisicnal goverament, a former Polytechnical student, end an artil- 
lery colcnel in the French Ary. 

In order to learn his intentions I asked Captain Conill to meet hir; he was 
well acquainted with the general's Ls Pere Mx. Lam Then Nghe, a member of the 
Saigen Municipal Count: Therefore it was possible for him to meet the prospective 
chief through Mr. Lam Tham Nghe. We prepared a questionnaire which was to serve 
as a basis for this kind of interview. In this way on i August 1954 Conill was 
able to meet General Xuan. Here is the essence of Xucn's proposals: 


kes pationalleu ap, played by France somewhat regretiully, made it lose the 


edvantage of its liberal inclinations and has encouraged the qartonetists to 


 wait-ez Seaview The outecme of Canta. is a result of aueeeee les tn the 


previous French governzents, which never succeeded, om 2 question of national 
interests, to escape from equivecation and detonstrate a firm will. On the local 
level the apparent inccherence of wilitary activity was only the trensiation of 
the insufficient means put into operation. The rise in the risks imposed deter- 
mined and decisive action to try to improve the situetion before the Chinese cemmu- 
nists reached the border. 

"This possibility existed; the necessary effort was not delivered. 

"In short, from 1951 on this policy, which. had a chance of succeeding with 
the sincere support of all of our allies, hed reached an impasse in all ereas. 


--And you believe that Pierre Mendes France has brousht you out of the 


impasse. 
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“Exactly, the Geneva accord,which has oniy the heroism of the combatants as 
amoral counterweight, leaves Vietnam a chance to escape comnunisn. 


8 foo o oes = ? 4 
It is up to the Vietuamase national lists to saice this chance and wp to the 


od 


~ 


entire western world to support it?" 

Then he added whet I believe to be the major element of the interview: 

“If between now end 20 July 1956 a free, independent end honest regime, 
aimed coward social and econcmic progress, is established in the part of the 
naticnal territory south of the 17th aerator, it is impossible that the Vietnamese, 
ineluding those of the north among whom the die-hard communists are certainly in 
the minority, will not choose a political formule different from pure and simple 
subordinetion to che regime of Mao Tse Tung. 1 am convinced that the leaders of 
the Viet Hinh are not really looking for such a result. 

"I repeat, good or bad, the cease-fire is the result of tha hesttations which 
- have brought us-to the impasse... From between disaster and total war, Mr. Pierre 
Mendes Trerice nas selected this way out, ond this seinewee should teach moderation 
to these, Vieruamese and Freach, whe might still not feel the impropriety of 
rejectiag the surrender which they have done everything to make inevitable." 

Then ceme the lease questicn. 

—Do you believe that a popular debate should be organized right now south 
of the i7th parallel? 

"The souner the becter," the General answered. "The Vietnamese people, who 
have been constantly held from power since the juridical realization of unity and 
recognition of our independence, will not agree to guarantee a gevernment which they 
have not chesen, nor to give their support, neither today nor temerrow, to a policy 
Which is uot theire on any point. 

"tte is finally necessary for France to understand that in Vietmem there are 
Vietnauese, not the chosen select few, Snstelled and honored by France to complete 
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the empire of its overseas jastitucions, but the real people, with eheix passions, 
their mistakes, their virtues, ane all the categeries of its sens, including those 
who have rebelled against it, in centradistinction te the symbolic figures of an 
old past. 7 

"On this ground I believe that we can put confidence in Fierre Mendes France, 
who has just chosen in Tunisia negotiators whon his predecessors had had thrown into 
prison." 

I asked Captain Conill to Aeaeay Coviee this question, which appeared to ne 
of the greatest intexest in the current situation. I also spoke of it to General 
Salan, who asked me to inform hin regularly of developments in this matter. 

Between 16 and 20 August i received a number of peices of information which 
can be summarized thus: 

| 

1) About 200 members of the mpunicipel councils ef the principal toms of 
Cochinchina have just signed a motion favoring General Xuan co carry hin tu power. 
General Xusen is in agreement. | | . 

2) The Caodaist pope is fevorable to this movement, umder the reservation 
that he hea the support of the French. 

3) The Hoa Has made the seme response, as did the Catholics of Coionel Leroy. 

4) Thesocialist party and the Dai Viet have given their agreement. 

A few days later General Yum, after neeting with Le Van Vien, the chief of 
the Binh Xuyen (the chief of police at Saigon-Cholon), confirmed his acceptance. 

General Hinh, the chief of the general staff of the Vietnamese Army, also 
put himself at the disposition of General Xuan, declaricg that the latter was the 
only cne he could obey. 

A ministry was drawn up ca paper, excluding the former president of the Repub- 
lic of Cochinchina, Mr. Hoech, and the former council chairmen, Ru and Tem. The 
purpose was to fom a provisicnal republican government intended to replace nye) 
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Majesty Bao Jai and President Dien. Fron the beginning it wouie stress its autho- 
rity over: 

the curzent municivai councils; 

a provisional national assambiy to be elected within the next two months, 
which would rapidly make contact with the Viets, jn particuler for the re-estab- 
lishzent of regular economic connections. Having neither army nor police, ne asked 
for the support of the French. If this biippore were not forthcoming, he envisaged 
dissidence fated to create a psychciogical shock and grouping: 

The Catholics of Colonel Lercy; 

The Hoa Hao; 

The Caodaists. 

On 20 August the RPY forwarded a note to me, the essence of which was: 

"The failure of the Bao Dai experiment has led the policy of France in Incc- 
china to en impasse, od Vietmem is in e tragic situazion. Following the Geneva 
eccoris, the ratios of power have changed; we are facing a new situation. Despite 
the recently acquired independence the entixe future of this country (stii1 a young 
nation) depends largely on the pexspiczcity and the speed of decision-making by 
those respernsible for the French polic;. 

“The High Commissariat of France Jn Indochina hes a great many possibilities 
for winning the political battle joined since the signature of the Geneva accords, 
dut no plan has been instituted yet, while since 20 July propaganda and all opposing 
cogwheels (secret services, grcups, secret police, essault commandos, infiltration, 
etc.) have been deeply involved in this speed race. 

“With the existing human capital France can help in the construction of a 
national army to deliver Vietnam from this impasse by favoring a peaceful revolu- 


tion. Waving established Bao Dai, it has every necessary means of pressuring him: 
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wno will suvport an elected national assembly. 


"In return Bac Dai will be offered a cavis ien position and certain advantages. 
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“sending a delegation to General Ely and narticularly to General Salen, who 


? 
. 2 oe 


v 


See knows the country very well. 
"_-sanding a delegation to Paris to liendes France." 
I bed never looked for these contacts, which were beyond the framework of my 


“sestgnunts, They were particularly re deed of Captain consti, rae: in the south, 
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that these various plans were eddressed to ne is largely due to the fact that every- 
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one knew that I had known General Salan for a long time, that it would be easy for 


me ts tronemit them to hin, and because the long past of the General in Indechina, 


A raat 
vie hd 
Vala a bas’. 


e 
e 
e 


thea contacts he had alweys enjoyed with the various political pexties, his wide 


res 
ore 
sé @ 4 
ee @ 27 @ 


ot, 


2 Sen 


understanding of decal problens, and the affection which he tore to the Vietnamese 
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peopie as a whole, made hin the most qualified intervenor in the success of this 


venture. 
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But since the military operations-~en area wheze his incompetence was 
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farous--had ceased, General Ely had no more neec of General Salan. He was deter- 


mined to conduct the policy which he understcod. The break between the Goneral 


Steff of General Salen and that of Ely beceme tore and more obvious. I noticed it 
x myself after my return to Saigon, thanks to ny frequent eontacts with Colonel 
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-Gracieux end with General Salan. 


Gace again it was an aberration to trust the fate of Indochina at such a 
critical moment to General Ely ond to a teum which was completely ignerant of the 
country and of its destiny. In 1945-1946 the French soverntent had preferred 
Aduiral Thierry d'Argeniieu to Generali Leclere. Now it preferred Ely toa Salan. 
The consequences were going te be even nore serious. 

The definitive breek took place on 20 September 1954. 

In the aircraft which was teking ther to Indochina, Fly, knowing that he would 
ofter have to be absent, had given the general order setting Sevens gesterneies: 
The latter was to be terporarily in charge of the functions of the General Commis~ 
sioner and of Conmander-in-Chief during the absence of General Ely. 

Now, on 20 September General ely had to go to the United States. On the way 


in the autonoblie he said to General Salaa, who accompanied him to the airstrip: 


"During my absence I have decided to entrust the acticns of the General 


Gomissariat to Ambassador Daridan. From now on you will only assume che functions 


of Commancer~in~Chief." 

General Salan immediately replied: 

“That is contrary to the commitments you have mede with respect to te and 
which you have infermed me of in writing. This is breaking your word. In addition, 


it is pejorative, for I have no feeling of being blameworthy. Therefore, since 


you are going to Paris, I ask you to inform the government that J request @ vetura- 


to France. During your absence I shall assuze responsibility for military affairs. 
You can leave withcut any worries." 

Thus it was dene. The fate of Indochina was going to be put into the hands 
of men who, I had the feeling, were not even aware of the responsibilities which 


would be theirs. 
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At the beginning cf Septerber, after having discussed with Captain Conill the 
contacts which he had made, and those which I had wade myself, anc having seen 
Colonel Graciewr a number of tines, I reguested to see General Salan himself. 

The General knew thet his role in Indochina wes finished and that he no 
longer had any influence on General Ely, who worked with his General Staff behind 
closed dcors. 

He was aware of the facts which 1 was going to present to him, since I had 
kept him regulayly informed either dicectay or through Colonel Gracieux. We said 
to te: 

"We cannot do anything; we are completely disarmed. If I forwarded your 
papers, I would certainly not be listened to. I em not kept aware of the policy 
which General Ely intends to conduct, 4£ there is such a thing. I know neither 
vhst he wants nor where he vents to go. I do not understand his attitude. Per~ 
heps I em annoyiueg the Ceneral vith my stubboraness in respecting to the letter the 
agreements which the Viet Mink has too great a tendency to overiock., I shait not 
be much longer in this position where, from day to day, I em losing my influence. 

“The Americans are trying to take us jn 311 areas. Ely, who has always 
associzted with them, is certainly not the men capable of defending hinself against 
then.” ; | 

"The Americans are against the sects who have elways favored us. Ely, who 
knows nothing about the problems of Indochina and their subtelty, is alse against 
the sects, but without knowing why. We can ne ionger support them. Up to the 
present we have been the ones to support them, arm them, end pay them in various 
ways with money given to us by the Arericans. They could have the illuston that 

this was our money and thet their survival dencnded on us. Now the Americans are 
supporting ther directly. They have gone as far as paying teadies in their ranks, 
euch as Trin Minh The, to abanden them so that they are completely free cf us. 
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this duty; the Amecicans did noc want ties accords to be applied. Dien, who nad 
becone their man, claimed that he had not signed them, and in tum Zeciced to 
consider them void. \ 

Actuelly ve had been bestea at Dien bien Phu, but we hed saved haif of Indo- 
china from communisn. Since che caase-fire, peace reigned everywhere. The Viet 
Minh hed moved to the north the few regular units which had iafiltrated the Plaine 
des Joncs, the Camao peninsula and several regions of very difficult access. The e 
Anmericens and their practical unscrupulous businessmen had determined to replace “ 
us in the rich territory which we had pacified. , t 

Our most dangerous enemy was en American economic mission, the avowed purpose 
of which wae to replace us in all areas and by any means. . 

Yhe principal agent which the Americans recruited from among the sects was 
Trin tinh the, who in principle fulfilied the functions of the leader of the es 


General Staff of the Caodaist troops. Trin Muh The hed come te cur side and had Sy 


‘left in disagreement a number of tincs, without anyone knowing exectliy why, New ve - 


knew why; he hed been bought by the Atrericans end wes openly working egeinst us. 

The princdpal intelligence egent whem we had et Saigon to watch over the anti-~ 

French activities of the American eccnonic mission waz a strange person whom Captain 

Conill had somehow recruited. He vas the leader of the pickpocket gang of Seigrn. 

He hed men infiltrated everywhere. The professioa which they practiced demandec 

an enormous amount of finesse and dexterity. a 
Certainly Conill had nothing at stake in this venture. But 2 number of times 

he hed intervened with the police to have one of the pickpockets released. In aadi- 

tion he facilitated their removal from Saigon. The surveillence network of the 


gang wes very effective. Here is a little amusing story on this sudject. 


